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Echo Digital Audio’s new Indigo DJx helps laptop jocks change with the times

By 5tu Chisholm

ue to my well-publicized

transformation from a CD

to “digital DJ,” | often find
myself on the phone with another
entertainer asking for my “expert”
advice. An odd state of affairs,
since that said transformation only
happened at the tail end of 2006. |
also prefer USB media controllers
to computers, yet this also doesn't
deter anyone either. Maybe it's
because real tech support costs
money..and talking to me is free?
Hmmm...

THE OLD AND NEW BLUE

Ay, ane of the most frequent questions fm
asked is,"How can | hook my computer up 1o my
mixer?” Programs like PCDU, Victwal Cul, DJ Power
and others have amazing featuras, and some
have program-specific hardware to control them
without the tradivonal mouse and keyboard. Yet
e 1o get the mausic from the comiputer usually
& |laptop) W the miker orampgets overlaoked
micre aften than not.

Echo Digital Auwdio recognized this problern
eatly on. They created the Di-specific Indigo 0J
caund card that fit Intg a notehook’s PCMECEA slot,
affering digital DJs superior 24-bit sound qual-
ity as campaned te the standard anbcard sound
card, and multiple cutpots far miking/cuging to
make the integration of a laptop into their ig a
snap. Laptop Dk far and wide praised the little
card’s performance, One of them was my friend
Paul Taylos whio awns and eperates Sunshine
Entertainment in Cetrodt Michigan,

Far better ar warse, technelogy
rmarches on. Laptop computers become increas-
inghy more powearful, yet continue to shrinkin
size, As a result, the traditional PCMCIA slat is go-
ing the way of the floppy dizk, being eliminated
Frovm the new computers infavor of the smalker,
muore efficient ExpressCand slot. Suddenty that
good old Indigo £ card is obsalete! Faul alerted
me to this situation and, being the well informed,
cutting-edge D4 that he |5, also mentioned a new
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wersion that wauld soco be avallable; the indigo
D, After all of thase “how da L1 calls Pve had,

| decided that this is something that DUs need 1o
know about--A54P! | contacked the company and
saon had one of the cards, which hadn't been
released yat, In my hands.

HOOKING UP

The first thing | notized was how small the box

isl Even though it holds the card, a six-foct cable
and a software disc, the box itseff is about the size
of three stacked CD Jewel cases. Inside is the card
and cable, well protected In a plastic tray, with

an instruction card and CO-ROM below. The diss
contains drivers for Windows X9 and Vista, (Mot
Mac 0S¥ support is in the works, should beavail-
able soon.j

The next thing | needed to do was score
an ExpressCard slot-equipped laptop for testing,
praferably ooe with D0 soffware and & music
library on it Onee again, Paul carme ta the rescye
with a new HFP laptop equipped with Wirtual ()
and a fairly decent music and video library ta
boot. After installing the drivers and console soft-
weare, we were ready to put this new card thraugh
its paces,

Thiz iz when the first small shorteoming
becams apparent: As we went to hook the card
up ta my miking console, we realized that the box
cantalned 3 single 1747 to RCA cable. I you want

INDIGO DJX - MSRP: $229

o echaoidio.com

Safreare Specs

Sofhecre console for metering and sal-
fing levels

Supports Windows XP/ista [(32-bit:-and
&d-nit]

Macintosh ©F X support coming saon

Suppors pro asdic and DE soffeare
WEM Kesnel Streaming, ASI0, G5IF
t32bir onfyy

[ 8 “Virtual Ouviputs” to ron multiple apph-

cations ot the same fimea

| Lowelatency drivers

vourvirtual decks 1o be on separate chapnels;
like yodrr old dual C0 decks; then you're going o
need two, obvloushy, Lucky for me, we fourd one
inn iy masslve drawer o cables,

There is also another wark-around, which
apparently the Echo peopte thowght vwould be
the preferred method; set the DU software to senc
bath cutput chanmels to the same card autput,
bast semd the cue signals of both decks to the
other. This way your'll use the mixing features
ircluded with your B software, and the second
output of the DUx becomes your headphane/cue
interface. This does have the added advantage of

o

only needing a single channel on yaur
milxer Infact, it would make the miser
absabete, If it weren't for the need for
mic inputs, Fos our tests, we chosa the
former method, which 15 how Paul had
been running his old ndigo 0 cand,

e S e

INDIGO OMN THE ROAD
Faul and | had expected the naw card to b just
an updated version of the previous one, and
that's what itis by and large. Playing with it just
before our“test gig” though, what seemed at fist
ta be another small glitch appeared: ane chan-
nel seemed 1o be drastically owver-modulated an
certain tracks. [t sownded a5 if the song had baen
recordad way too hot and was clipped. Putting
1he same track on the other deck solved tha bad
sound problem, but left us wondering why it
saunded 50 bad on the first channel,

Seeking a better answer, | reached forthe
unit’s ore and only external contral; the recessad
volume knob, designed to allow you 1o adjust
your hieadphone to a comfortable level when us-
ing the pther mode. Dialing it down worked. Faul
explained that he just ran his old card flat-out
and it abways sounded fine, but | suspact that the
Echeo fokks may have made some improvements
1o the headphone preamp tection so the card
will wiork with a wider variety of headphanes.
Loading the same track on both decks and set-
ting the volume so that they match was an easy
fix far our litthe sound prablem. (By the way, that
the problem only happened with certain tracks,
and was caused more by Pauks library not being
well normalized. Something to consider when
ripping The rest of the gig ran as smoothly a5
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Pauls laid-back, Mew Orleans stvle is famous for

A GOOD REFORT CARD
During the many hours 1 spent playing with the
computerfcard comba in the days after the gig,
the Dx, the card performed flawlesshy—even
after being out in a freezing cold car and then ina
hiot laptap for hours on end, My final verdict: The
Indigo DU is a simple, straightfarward dewice for
a simple, straightforward jobl 1 found myself wish-
ing it was even a bit simpler, with maybe a bypas
far the volume/headphene channel, but | under-
stand the need to make it 25 versatile as possible,
50 that It can be used with nearly every mixing
program and 0 preference imaginable, | found
these small, personal issues asily ignored inthe
light of the kaw cost and eace of installation of the
Indigo D, Itis certainky the card | woubd use if |
ever converted to laptop-based performance. The
Irviligge [2Jx should be available as you are rezding
this, S0 if you're as into “simple” as Fam, youll be
able to simplify your DJ lifeg immediately,

As abways, i youl have any questions, com-
rnents or suggestions, please feel free to e-mail
e at DUStuCrewggmail.cons, Until next time,

safe spinnin® 005



